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Good morning everyone, welcome in the Historical Reading room of  the Peace palace. A
special welcome to our Russian friends who came all the way from St. Petersburg to join us in
this inauguration meeting. I regret that Yaroslav Zholobov, the director of  the North-west
Branch of  the Russian State University and deputy Chairman of  the St. Petersburg unit of  the
Russian Union of  Judges, one of  the speakers this morning, can’t be present because of  the
funeral of  his mother this week.  
  Today is a historical day. Not only because of  the end of  the first World War on November the
11th, almost exactly hundred years ago, but also because of  the birth of  the Dutch Russian Law
Association. A new organization to strengthen the relations between Russia and the
Netherlands.
  As all of  you know, relations between our countries date from a long time ago, perhaps even
more than 500 years ago. Originally these relations were of  a commercial nature. A highlight in
these relations, was the visit of  Peter the Great to Holland and his stay for a period of  time in
our country. Like your wooden ‘Peter the Great House’ in St. Petersburg, we have a similar
wooden ‘Peter the Great House’ in Zaandam, a small city with a shipyard near Amsterdam.
Tsar Peter worked in that shipyard.
  Much later, also non-commercial relations developed between our countries. A pinnacle of
legal relations between our two countries were The Hague Peace Conferences of  1899 and
1907. On initiative of  Tsar Nicolas II, delegates from all over the world met in The Hague in
an effort to improve relations between states in times of  conflict and to discuss international
law. They agreed on a number of  important conventions that still exist. Like the important
Regulations respecting the Laws and Customs of War on Land.
  They also agreed on the establishment of  an international body for a peaceful settlement of
disputes, a Permanent Court of  Arbitration. A few years later, Feodor Martens, the prominent
Russian delegate at both Peace Conferences, had put forward the idea of  a prestigious building
 for the Permanent Court of  Arbitration. It was Martens who persuaded the wealthy American
Andrew Carnegie to finance the building of  a palace to house this new Court in The Hague.
The first stone was laid during the Second Peace Conference of 1907. Of  course, also Martens
was present. In the summer of  1913, two days before the birthday of  the Dutch Queen at that
time, the new building, the present Peace Palace, where we are now, was opened. The Peace
Palace is a true palace, spacious, luxurious and prestigious. All countries that participated in
both Peace Conferences attributed to the furnishing of  the palace by presenting typical national
objects that can still be seen in the palace today.
  Being a Dutchman with a Russian family name, you will appreciate that it took me pleasure to
mention Martens, a Russian with a Dutch family name. Of  course, I am well aware that 
Martens war born in Estonia, but in those days, Estonia was a part of  Russia. And to be frank
with you I must admit that my mother was not born in Holland but in Friesland, a territory
(with vague aspirations of  independency) in the north of  the Netherlands.
  Besides these relations in the 19th century, also in the previous century legal relations between
the Netherlands and Russia were intensified. After the dissolution of  the Soviet-Union Dutch
lawyers, like professor Feldbrugge from the university of  Leiden and professor Snijders, justice
in the Supreme Court of  the Netherland, assisted in drafting the new Civil Code of  the Russian
Federation. To put it briefly, legal relations between Russia and the Netherlands do exist for a
long time and that is a s good basis for intensifying these relations between our countries.
  But let me return to the reason of  our meeting. Besides the pleasure of  mentioning the name
of  Martens, it took me even more pleasure to establish – together with Ruth van der Pol – the
Dutch Russian Law Association.
  As all splendid ideas, the idea of  the association has many fathers. One of  them is Arkady
Gutnikov, present here today, who encouraged me to take the initiative of  establishing the Dutch



Gutnikov, present here today, who encouraged me to take the initiative of  establishing the Dutch
Russian Law  Association. The association is the logical result of  Arkady’s activities to advance a
better understanding of  the rule of  law by young Russian Lawyers.
  The object of  the association is, of  course, to represent the views of  its members. But foremost,
 and this is even more important, the main object of  the association is to promote a fair
administration of  justice, the rule of  law and to observe fundamental rights in the Netherlands
and the Russian Federation. The association shall endeavor to achieve this objective by
organizing seminars, teaching practices, trainings, traineeships and meetings in the Netherlands
and Russia. The idea is to establish working relations with legal institutions in both countries.
  The association has legal personality according to Dutch law and is based, as a non-
governmental organization, here in The Hague. Given the relevant Russian legislation, this
arrangement was chosen to emphasize the Dutch nature of  association in order to avoid any
misunderstanding.
  Now, let me introduce the first Executive Board of  the new born association. It was perceived
to be important to have lawyers on the board, who have ties with both the Netherlands and
Russia. We are extremely lucky to have in the first Executive Board:
Maxim Ferchtman, born in Russia, but now a Dutchman, in daily life judge in the District Court
in Utrecht;  
  Maria Voskobitova, Russian but living in The Hague, in daily life Program Director of  the
Europe and Eurasia division of  the Rule of  Law Institute, and
Katja Brouwer, Russian born, but since she is married to a Dutch diplomat, awaiting Dutch
nationality by naturalization, in daily life advocate and an academic lecturer.  
  Besides an Executive Board, the association is supposed to have an Advisory Board of  five
persons as well. The members of  that Advisory Board will be appointed by the first general
meeting of  the members of  the association. The first general meeting will take place on a date
yet to be decided, most likely in the beginning of  next year. In the meantime, the process of
finding the right people for the Advisory Board has already been started.  
  Now, let me explain who may be the members of  the association. Most of  them will probably
be practicing lawyers and those who are working in a legal capacity in relation with a court in the
Netherlands or Russia. This includes judges, prosecutors and law officers. Those who work in a
legal capacity at a university or a similar educational organization in Russia or the Netherlands
may of  course join the association as well. Consistent with its objectives, the association is also
open for students studying at a university or similar educational organization in Russia or the
Netherlands. In special cases, to be assessed by the Executive Board (and if  so required ultimately
assessed by the general meeting of  members), also other persons, who have an interest in the
practice of  law and the administration of  justice, may become a member. Finally, besides the
individuals I just mentioned, also organizations of  lawyers or law students can become members
of  the association.
  In order to promote Dutch and Russian lawyers to become member of  the Dutch Russian Law
Association an article about our new born association will be published in a Dutch and in a
Russian legal magazine.
  The first Executive Board has the challenging task to set up the body of  the association and to
organize a number of things, such as activities for the coming period of  time, to draw up a
budget for next year and to draft a system of  membership fees. Maybe they will also initiate a
newsletter, who knows. We can only wish them much wisdom in performing these tasks. I expect
the activities of  the association to be twofold. On one hand educational for young lawyers and
law students, and on the other hand, activities with a focus on interesting developments and
practices. As has been the case in the past years, the majority of  activities will probably take place
in Russia. It is likely that this will be organized together with local universities and other
institutions. Of  course, there will also be these kind of  activities in the Netherlands. As we have
done before, I hope this will include a number of  internships at Dutch law firms and courts.
  As we sit here together, this is perhaps a good opportunity to discuss ideas for topics and
meetings or to discuss matters that you believe are important for lawyers of  both countries
meeting under the aegis of  the Dutch Russian Law Association. Of  course, your comments more
in general on the association are welcome too.
  Let me conclude this brief  presentation by expressing my gratitude to the Dutch Consulate-
General in St. Petersburg, including the Dutch ministry of  Foreign Affairs, for its unremitting
support in the past years of  the educational meetings for young lawyers in St. Petersburg and
elsewhere in North-West Russia. The meeting today would not have been possible without their
assistance. I hope that the new born association will be able to continue this fruitful cooperation
in the future to the benefit of  its members in both countries.



in the future to the benefit of  its members in both countries.
  After the little conference that will follow this inauguration meeting an extra programme has
been organized for our Russian guests. After the lunch they will visit the Supreme Court of  the
Netherland, where justice Ybo Buruma will show them around. Tomorrow the Russian guests
will visit the law faculty of  the university of  Leiden, where professor Alex-Geert Castermans and
his Russian speaking colleague will be their host. We will have lunch in Leiden and in the
afternoon,  they will visit the International Criminal Court in The Hague. A Russian speaking
officer of   the protocol section of  the registry will show them around.
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